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In February 1948, the Communist leader Klement Gottwald 
stepped out on a balcony of a Baroque palace in Prague to ha-
rangue hundreds of thousands of citizens massed in Old Town 
Square. That was a great turning point in the history of Bohe-
mia. A fateful moment. Gottwald was flanked by his comrades, 
with Clementis standing close to him. It was snowing and cold 
and Gottwald was bareheaded. Bursting with solicitude, Clem-
entis took off his fur hat and set it on Gottwald’s head.The pro-
paganda section made hundreds of thousands of copies of the 
photograph taken on the balcony where Gottwald, in a fur hat 
and surrounded by his comrades, spoke to the people. On that 
balcony the history of Communist Bohemia began. Every child 
knew that photograph, from seeing it on posters and in school-
books and museums. Four years later, Clementis was charged 
with treason and hanged. The propaganda section immediately 
made him vanish from history and, of course, from all photo-
graphs. Ever since, Gottwald has been alone on the balcony. 
Where Clementis stood, there is only the balcony. Where Clem-
etis stood, there is only the bare palace wall. Nothing remains 
but the fur hat on Gottwald’s head. 

Milan Kundera from the Book of Laughter and Forgetting
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Almost ten years ago, a small Greek Orthodox Church 
stood in the shadow of the World Trade Center. The 
church, Saint Nicholas, served the Greek immigrant 
community in New York since the early 1920s. The 
three-story building itself was at least one hundred 
years older and by the 1980s was surrounded on all 
sides by a parking lot. On September 11, 2001, the 
church was destroyed. 

It has been almost ten years since two airplanes struck 
the World Trade Center in New York City; the imme-
diate aftermath saw an incredible surge of patriotism 
that some critics believe helped to define a new sense 
of national identity. Such patriotism, while at times 
productive, has also led to various positions that some 
might argue are completely unfounded. All politicians 
now wear flag pins and the presence of Americana 
transcends most socio-economic groups. Numerous 
hate crimes, however, have been reported against in-
dividuals who appear to be of middle-eastern descent. 
The recent controversy over the planning of a mosque 
close to ground zero exemplifies this position. 

One might ask, why is the sacred space of one immi-
grant group (Greek Orthodox) more or less accepted 
than another (Islam)? 

Such events remind us that we are truly living in a 
global world. The impacts of globalism are often dis-
cussed in environmental, social, financial, and other 
terms. This project attempts to focus such discussions 
architecturally through the development of a cemetery 
complex for non-Americans, sited at Ground Zero in 
New York City.
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The World Trade Center complex was composed of 
seven buildings built between 1962 and 1973. At the 
time of construction, the 110 story twin towers were 
the two tallest buildings in the world at 1,368 and 
1,362 feet respectively. On 26 February 1993, a bomb 
exploded on the B-2 level of the World trade Center. 
Six people died and many more were injured. Even 
though the bomb created a five-story crater under the 
towers and caused severe damage to major systems in 
the building, normal business resumed three weeks 
later. On 11 September 2001 two passenger airplanes 
traveling from Boston to LA were hijacked and flown 
directly into the towers. The first plane struck the 80th 
floor of the north tower at 8:46 am and the second 
flew into the 78th through 80th floors of the south 
tower seventeen minutes later. Less than one hour 
later both towers collapsed. Two planes were hijacked 
and crashed into the Pentagon and a field in Pennsyl-
vania, respectively. 

The following is a summary of known information:
 
o 7 buildings destroyed at the World Trade   
 Center site including two 110 story towers;
 
o 21.1 million sq. ft. in 23 buildings damaged; 

o 1.8 million tons of debris were removed in   
 less than ten months; 

o 2,792 persons died in the vicinity of the   
 WTC and its vicinity.

o People from 92 countries around the world   
 died at all of these locations. 

o 372 foreign nationals (not including 19 “ter  
 rorists”) died in the attacks.

The rebuilding of lower Manhattan is well underway, 
though only after a tumultuous decade. The imme-
diate response was to clear all of the “debris” from 
the site. This exposed the exterior retaining (“slurry”) 
walls. Temporary transit stations were developed. 
In 2002, nine site designs were formally presented 
to the public for comment. On 27 February 2003, 
the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation 
(LMDC) announced that the proposal developed by 
Studio Daniel Libeskind would move forward. This 
included space for a memorial and a competition for 
this memorial was conducted by an extraordinarily 
popular competition. After much debate, a selection 
of architects other than Studio Daniel Libeskind has 
completed designs for the site.  As of 2011 (the origi-
nal completion date), the project’s completion date 
has shifted to 2013 and beyond.



The site (in red to the left) for the project is just south 
of the existing memorial site and is bound on the 
north by Liberty St. Greenwich Street and 9A/West 
St. form the east and west boundaries respectively. 
Tower 5 is currently under construction on the south-
ern edge of the site.

North is to your left.
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Cenotaph for Newton

Following the events of 9-11, the Fresh Kills Landfill 
was reopened on Staten Island to receive and process 
the debris from the WTC site. This contained the re-
mains of many, if not all of those who died. In August 
2005, 17 plaintiffs, filed a case in court to have the 
City of New York move nearly one million tons of 
material from the Fresh Kills landfill to another loca-
tion where it would be sifted and placed in a cemetery. 
Norman Siegel, the lawyer for the plaintiffs, stated “It 
comes down to this: Are we prepared to leave hun-
dreds of body parts and human remains on top of a 
garbage dump?” James E. Tyrrell, a lawyer represent-
ing the city, argued, “You have to be able to particu-
larize and say it’s your body part. All that’s left here is 
a bunch of undifferentiated dust.” All of the remains, 
remain in the Fresh Kills Landfill. Your first project 
will attempt to memorialize the non-american casual-
ties with a cenotaph.

What is a cenotaph? A cenotaph is n empty tomb; a 
sepulchral monument erected in honour of a deceased 
person whose body is elsewhere.
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Modena Cemetery

Peter Falk (inner voice): I wonder if she’s Jewish. What 
a dear face! Interesting, what a nostril, a dramatic nos-
tril. These people are extras, extra people. Extras are 
so patient. They just sit. Extras, these humans are ex-
tras, extra humans... Yellow star means death. Why 
did they pick yellow? Sunflowers. Van Gogh killed 
himself. This drawing stinks. So what? No one sees 
it. Some day you’ll make a good drawing. I hope, I 
hope, I hope.
Wings of Desire

Your first project asked that you develop a cenotaph 
for those non-americans killed on 9-11. This is a place 
of burial with no bodies. Your next assignment asks 
that you develop a burial space for non-americans. 
You may determine how many burial spaces are re-
quired and for how long such spaces are occupied. 
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Chapel at MIT

The project thus far has asked that you consider the 
“other.” Be it those non-Americans who died on 9-11, 
the other of your choosing, or, even, another, you have 
considered what it means to be outside of yourself. 
The next component asks that you consider a non-
denominational sacred space to complement the exist-
ing suite of projections. There is no program for the 
project and you may develop it as you see appropriate. 

What is the nature of sacred space? What does it mean 
to be sacred without the construct of a specific belief 
system? The history of global architecture is rife with 
sacred spaces that are indeed dependant upon such 
belief systems and cosmological world-views. What 
does it mean to make an architecture that is inher-
ently global and not dependant upon the symbols and 
ritual of an existing religion? Certainly it is not pos-
sible to make an architecture that is not read in some 
way symbolically, but is it possible that there may be 
another way to consider the sacred

ARCH 3/452 . Winter 2011



Entry to an Underground City

Your next project asks that you design a threshold be-
tween your project and the world.

Threshold differentiates the here from the there.

The originating fratricide of Rome was committed be-
cause one brother crossed over the line. 

This threshold is typically considered sacred.
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