Boston City Hall. A building that has
intrigued and raised strong opinions
in everyone from its very beginning.

Criticized of being too empty, too
dark, to aloof, too opaque or simply
just too ugly, the city hall has become
a landmark in its own way. maybe
this criticism was what made it more
interesting.

A

building of contrasts,

it is playful and rigid at the same
time.

The

regular grid system gives it

an inflexible feel, yet the pattern is
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Dynamic Analysis

carefully broken to create interesting
spaces.

Made

out of concrete, the

city hall feels heavy and somber.

Yet,

the dominantly top heavy design

gives it a floating sensation.

The vast

plaza was created with the intent of
bringing

people

together

into

the

civic center, yet it is almost always
deserted and the cold wind makes
visitors feel very unwelcome.

Loved

by few, hated by most, either way the

Boston City Hall became an emblem
of the city, and also a starting point
for our project.
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Boston City Hall Section. Esther Lo

To

fully comprehend the nature of

the city hall we were each assigned
a section to draw.

We

discovered

the grid system the building
was based on, the vierendeel
truss and the light atrium.

The

section communicated both space
relationships in a vertical and
horizontal plane, as well as the
tectonics of the building.
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Boston City Hall Section. Dana Manea

06

Boston City Hall Section Model.

get a more three dimensional

feel of the building we were also
asked to build a model of the
section having the depth of one or
two bays.

The

vocabulary of the

city hall became more predominant.
the two sections built were to
become the site for our design
project

The

-

the

Boston Film Festival.
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To

sections were to stay in the

place where we cut them, and our
sections happened to be adjacent.

This

created a even deeper and

more articulated space to start
with and further develop.

To

understand the nature of films

and to have another design idea
starting point we watched three
films.

Based

on these, we chose

one idea that intrigued us and
represented them in collages.
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Window Collage. Esther Lo.

The

skylight is chosen as the

opening for light to diffuse into
the interior space.
movie

“Nostalgia”,

Similar

to the

the contrast

between light and darkness always
builds up the atmosphere for
storytelling or revealing truths.

In

this collage, light hits on the

concrete wall and emphasis the
panel-lines which indicate floor
thickness and floor height.
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Window Collage. Dana Manea.

Stairs

act as a transition between

two independent spaces.

Based

on the

idea of extending a frame beyond its
boundaries through different means,
the stair is a way of connecting two
areas through sound, visual queues
and fragments. It raises the question
of how can one thing be seen as more
than it appears or how can one object
represent more than it seems at first
sight.
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Circulation

Exterior Theater

Office Space + Jury Room

Parking

Vertical Circulation

Theaters

By

putting together two sections,

a bigger and more meaningful space
appeared.

A

few parts call attention

such as the negative space that defines
the atrium, the set of stairs and the
space that used to be the the council
chamber.

The

fact that the atrium seems to be

floating gives it a central focus and
a certain attention. It overlooks all
directions, linking all the parts of the
section. Its function is to keep everything together, something to always
relate back to. It felt natural to
understand it as a future circulation

Perspective Site Plan
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MIDTERM STAGE

core. In a complex with areas that
serve different functions, finding your
way easily at any moment is key.

Given the intricate nature of the section, the main cinema theater seems
have a hard time finding its place
without overwhelming everything else.

In

an attempt to give it a central

space without blocking the flow of the
section, it seemed right to consider the
basement space for its location.

The

very nature of it reveals it as a dark
space, secluded from the outside, yet
with a strategic position right under
the atrium.
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People

come together to celebrate

one of the biggest cinematic

Boston, the Boston
Film Festival. Located in the
downtown civic center, the site
is a confluence point, engaged in
constant traffic. The site has a
events in

thirty feet difference in elevation
from one end to the other.

This

adds a dynamic quality to the
area.

To

address this challenge,

we started thinking about the
different ways people move in

Arial View.

theaters.

Greek

theaters are laid

out such that a person only walks
down, the seating area taking full
advantage of the slope of the site.

Having

a sloped site as well, this

seemed appropriate.

So

given this

starting point, we started thinking
of the program as a journey of
traveling through space and
eventually to a different world
through the means of films.

Site Plan.
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BOSTON FILM FESTIVAL.
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East West Section.

main building will be oriented

north-south to interact with the busy

Congress Street and the open Boston City Hall Plaza. All the smaller
theaters will be grouped together here,
making it easier to understand the
layout of the complex.

To

create a

transition space for these, we inter-

Conplane,

preted the facade looking over
gress

Street

as a circulation

that moves down through the building,
but also opens up a view of the entire
city.
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Main Theatre 1200 Seats.

Theatre Layout 1200 Seats.

Theatre Layout 200 Seats.

Theatre Layout 100 Seats.

cinema is a space that calls for

complete separation from the outside,
having no light or sound to infiltrate
within.

Such

a dark secluded space

needs to be incorporated appropriately,
by creating transition spaces from
inside to outside.

The

main theater

that seats twelve hundred people, will
be buried under the plaza, with the
entrance facing

Congress Street. The

grand staircase will be its transition
space, making it easy for such a large
amount of people to flow in and out
of the theater.

Theatre Locations.
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Vertical Circulation Diagram

factor in the project. In a complex
with areas that serve different
functions, finding your way easily
at any moment is key.

Guidance

is a defining part of circulation
and the fastest way to do it is
by creating something to always
refer to.

Taking queues from the
given section, we interpreted the
atrium as a circulation tower,
that engaged all the theaters and
overlooked the entire site.

Circulation Tower Stairs
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circulation became an important
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To

explore the dynamic quality of

the site, we started thinking of the
lobby area as a grand staircase
that brings people in.

There

would

be a sense of constant ascension
with a definite direction to them.

One

of the goals is to make it

more of a journey than just a
direct path.

How

can a stair be

more than a stair?

By

playing with

landings, height or width of stairs
a different feel can be achieved,
making a passer-by slow down,
wonder off or speed up, depending
on the intention.

Main Entrace Staircase.
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Circulation.
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Exterior Theater.

Putting

together all the theaters

people visiting the historical

creates a building with a very solid

downtown, and even people

quality to it.

working in their offices in that

To

engage it with

the site, we gave it another action

area.

to perform: hold the big screen for

feel and to entitle the viewer with

the exterior theater.

the possibility of choosing their

This

area has

To

give it a less constraining

a less formal feel to it than the

spot and freely coming and leaving

enclosed theaters, since it is open

without disturbing the rest of

to the entire plaza.

the audience, we saw the seating

The

audience

for this film all of a sudden
becomes

Boston:

people coming in

and out of the subway station,

area as a series of steps dispersed
throughout the plaza, acting as
both a means of traveling, but
also as a place to sit and watch.

side of the starting section to
separate it acoustically from the
main theater area, giving it its own
place and statement.

The

bar takes

full advantage of its location
by having extensive views of the
downtown area.

Bar.
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the bar is located on the opposite
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Exterior Circulation.

create a difference between public

and private, all the office areas and
the jury room were designed to be
located in a tower that is separated
from the main building that houses
all the theaters.

Elevating

it off the

ground gives it the feel of overlooking
the

Film Festival

as much as the entire

downtown area of

Office

and Jury

Room.

Boston.
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East Facade Detail. Fins.

the form and shape of the fins

of the existing site, the new metal
fin acts as reflective panel which
illuminates light from the parabolic
reflector.

The

light fixture on the ground guides

the audience along the corridor to
the theaters.

With another lighting
on the ceiling, the floor thickness and
floor height are clearly shown.

Interior Corridor Detail.
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